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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COLUMBIA, SC

LIBRARY RECEIVES MAJOR
AMERICAN LITERATURE COLLECTION
In November, Thomas Cooper Library's Department of Rare Books and Special
Collections announced the addition to its American literature holdings of a rich new
collection featuring works by major 19th-century writers. The collection came to the
library through a gift-purchase agreement with Carolina Distinguished Professor of
American Literature and former chair of the Department of English, Dr. Joel Myerson. Professor Myerson, who is one of the country's leading scholars in 19th-century
American literature, has built the collection over a period of 30 years.
An exhibit of materials from the Myerson collection entitled ''Transcendentalists and
Friends: An Exhibit Selected from the Joel Myerson Collection of Nineteenth-Century ·
American Literature," was displayed in the library last fall.
The Myerson Collection brings to the University comprehensive collections of first
editions for Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882), Margaret Fuller (1810-1850),
Theodore Parker (1810-1860), Walt Whitman (1819-1892), and Emily Dickinson
(1830-1886), along with manuscripts, letters, proofs, later and posthumous
editions, and associated scholarship.
With these core collections are smaller
collections for lesser-known writers of
the Transcendentalist movement, such as
Christopher Pearse Cranch (1813-1892);
significant gr~ps of early editions from
other writers ot the period such as
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry David
Provost Jerry Odom (left) congratu·
Thoreau, Bronson and Louisa May
lates Dr. Myerson.
Alcott, Herman Melville, and Harold
Frederic; and a 7000-volume reference collection of the scholarly publications about
the period.
Among the outstanding items in the Myerson Collection are the first edition of
Emerson's Phi Beta Kappa address, ''The American Scholar'' (1837), and Emerson's
corrected proofs for its second edition; Margaret Fuller's own copy of Woman in the
Nineteenth Century (1845), inscribed by her; the first edition of Whitman's Leaves of
Grass (1855), making Thomas Cooper Library one of very few to hold both variants
of this edition, along with galley proofs and wrapped issues from Whitman's later
additions; and Emily Dickinson's first and only lifetime publication in book form,
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by Robert L. Felix, president, 2000-2001

The Thomas Cooper Society continues
to flourish with a loyal membership
participating in a variety of activities.
The society sponsored, co-sponsored,
or participated in a series of programs
that exemplified the rich cultural and
civic resources of the Thomas Cooper
Library _and its special collections.
The events of the 2000-2001 academic year began on August 24 with a
reception welcoming history professor
Dr. Dan T. Carter, who recounted his
experiences teaching and living in Italy.
The society held its annual dinner on
September 15, and heard an entertaining talk by biographer Edmund Morris,
whose recent book, Dutch: A Memoir of
Ronald Reagan, attracted much attention.
The next day, the society joined the University Libraries, College of Liberal
Arts, Department of English, Center for
Literary Biography, and the Richland
County Public Library to sponsor a
symposium on the life and works of
James Gould Cozzens which featured
visiting authors, George Garrett and
R.H.W. Dillard.
SOCIETY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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On October 17, the society's board
meeting was held off-site at the Library
Annex and Conservation Facility in
Northeast Richland County. Members
saw the modem depot for the storing
and retrieval of books and materials
that cannot be stored on campus. They
also viewed an impressive laboratory for the conservation and
restoration of library holdings.
On October 20, a reception
was held in honor of Mara
Vishniac Kohn, which included
the celebration of her book

sions of Nat Turner and captivated
friends and admirers at a reception in
his honor. Following his talk, Styron
received the Thomas Cooper Medal for
Distinction in the Arts and Sciences. His
visit was one of the highlights of the
USC Writers Festival, March 21-23,
which was jointly sponsored by the

Children of a Vanished World.

She is the granddaughter of Maurice J.
Speiser, Hemingway's friend and advisor. Honoree Edward S. Hallman of
Atlanta funded the purchase part of the
Hemingway Collection. Hallman is a
1950 USC graduate. Honoree Francis A.
Lord, emeritus professor of history, built
the library's Civil War collection, which
was purchased in the early 1970s and
has much increased in value. Professor
Lord also brought the library into contact with the late Dr. Robert S.
Chamberlain, whose residuary estate
recently brought the library a large gift.
Also announced at the meeting were
the designated recipients of the Thomas
Cooper Medal for 2001: Ray Bradbury
and John Jakes. Bradbury's highly
regarded science fiction novel Fahrenheit
451 was the selection for the 2001 FirstYear Reading Experience for Columbiacampus freshmen. John Jakes is a

This book comprises a selection
of her father's poignant photographs of young people in
eastern and central Europe,
accompanied by children's
poems and songs in Yiddish
with English translations.
October 31-November 1, the
Paris Review Symposium on
Literary Humor was held.
In collaboration with the
Mara Vishniac Kohn autographs a
Department of English, the soci- copy of Children of a Vanished World
ety hosted George Plimpton and for Dr. John Herr, past president of
the Thomas Cooper Society.
other humorists, Roy Blount Jr.,
Fran Lebowitz, and Calvin Trillin,
at a reception in Longstreet Theatre folThomas Cooper Society, the
lowing their discussion of literary
DepartmentofEnglish,andthe
humor. Also , a dramatic production
College of Liberal Arts.
Shown left to right are Edmund Morris and
entitled Fitzgerald and Hemingway: A
On March 23, the society
Dr. Dan T. Carter both of whom addressed
Dialogue, was performed by Plimpton
hosted a reception for the
the Thomas Cooper Society during the year.
as F. Scott Fitzgerald and John MacNiMedieval and Renaissance Concholas as Ernest Hemingway.
ference on campus.
popular historical novelist and a resiOn January 31, 2001, the Speiser
On April 10, Nicholson Baker visited
dent of Hilton Head. His recent novel
and Easterling-Hallman Foundation
the campus and talked on library pracOn Secret Service (2000) deals with
Collection of Ernest Hemingway was
tices from his recent book, Double Fold:
spying during the Civil War.
unveiled. This collection has been
Libraries and the Assault on Paper.
The annual meeting also welcomed
recognized as the last significant HemAt the society's annual general meetthe addition of new board members
ingway collection remaining in private
ing on May 24, honorary life
Michael Dewey, Stephen Osborne, Dr.
hands. It is so complete that, reportedly,
memberships in the society were
Rosemary Riesman, and Marsha
it would be impossible to assemble a
Watkins. These new members enhance
announced for three individuals who
similar collection today.
have contributed greatly to the library's
the academic and community interests
On March 21, William Styron
acquisitions. Honoree Ellen Speiser
represented on the board. Retiring board
addressed a large audience at the Koger
Katz, of Philadelphia donated the "gift"
members Dorothy Ackerman, Stephen
Center with readings from his ConfesFitzer, Benjamin Gimarc, and Bernard
part of the new Hemingway collection.
SOCIETY CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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LIBRARY EXHIBITS
RARE BRADBURY
COLLECTION
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In conjunction with the August FirstYear Reading Experience for which
incoming freshmen read Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451, TCL mounted
an exhibition about Bradbury's career
as a writer, from his early magazine
st~ries in the1940s to books published
just this year.
The exhibit was drawn from the
collection of Anne Hardin, a music
teacher from the Beaufort area. Mrs.
Hardin first came into contact with
Bradbury when she was editing the
International Trumpet Guild magazine
in which she published some of his
poems. Her Bradbury collection
includes such rarities as early numbers of the sci-fi magazine Weird Tales;
Bradbury's first book, Dark Carnival,
1947; and the first hardback edition of
Fahrenheit 451, Bradbury's novel about
book burning, issued with a fire-resistant asbestos dust jacket.
Alongside first and other special
editions of Bradbury's novels and
other books, many of which are
inscribed by Bradbury to Mrs. Hardin,
the exhibition featured letters and
typescripts; the mass-market paperbacks of such Bradbury classics as The
illustrated Man and The Martian Chronicles; and advertising materials and
posters for several Bradbury films.
Also included were examples of Bradbury's poems, essays, stories for
children, and adaptations of his work
as videos and comic books.
The exhibition traced the publishing history for Fahrenheit 451 itself,
from its magazine appearance as ''The
Fireman," through its first separate
publication in paperback; the Francois
Truffaut screenplay and film; and successive limited reprintings and
translations, to the edition issued last
year to mark Bradbury's award from
the National Book Foundation.
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George D. Terry, vice provost and dean of libraries at the
University of South Carolina from 1991to2001, died October 20, 2001. He held BA, MA, and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of South Carolina. Before assuming the position
of dean, which encompassed oversight of academic and
administrative computing, telecommunications, distance education, and instructional support services, Dr. Terry had served the University as director of McKissick
Museum and system vice president for administration.
Dr. Terry excelled in facilitating the acquisition of notable materials for the
libraries' special collections departments including the G. Ross Roy Collection of
Robert Burns, Burnsiana, and Scottish Literature; the Matthew J. and Arlyn Broccoli
Collection of F. Scott Fitzgerald; the Speiser and Easterling-Hallman Foundation
Collection of Ernest Hemingway; the Kohn-Hennig Library; the C. Warren Irvin, Jr.
Collection of Charles Darwin and Darwiniana; the Augusta Baker Collection of
African-American Children's Literature and Folklore; the Henry W. Kendall Collection of the Papers of Henry Laurens; and many others.
A special dream of Dr. Terry's was achieved with the opening of the University
of South Carolina Library Annex and Conservation Facility in 1999. The facility provides climate-controlled storage for over one million volumes and a state-of-the-art
conservation and preservation laboratory.
Memorials may be made to either of two funds, the Southern Heritage Endowment which benefits both McKissick Museum and the South Caroliniana Library, or
the George Terry Memorial Fund which benefits the Special Collections at Thomas
Cooper Library. Contributions to both funds may be sent c/ o USC Educational
Foundation, Byrnes Building, 901 Sumter St., Columbia, SC 29208.

A MEMORIAL GIFT FOR PROF. JAMES W. OLIVER
Prof. James Willard Oliver, honorary curator for Thomas Cooper Library's philosophy
special collections, died on August 7, 2001, at the age of 89.
Prof. Oliver came to South Carolina in 1964 as chairman of the philosophy department after doing graduate work at Harvard with the late W.V. Quine, serving as a
lieutenant-colonel in North Africa and Italy during World War II, and holding teaching
positions at the Universities of Florida and Southern California.
Prof. Oliver had already given Thomas Cooper Library major collections of works by
the philosophers David Hume (1711-1776) and Bertrand Russell (1872-1970). This year,
he donated a third philosophy collection of works by the modem American logicians
Quine, Rudolph Carnap, and Nelson Goodman. The Quine works include prepublication versions and inscribed off-prints.
Memorial gifts donated by Prof. Oliver's friends and colleagues have made possible
the purchase of a significant work by David Hume, the posthumously-published first
edition of The Life of David Hume Written by Himself (London, 1777). The work contains a
memoir of Hume by his contemporary, the economist and moral philosopher Adam
Smith. It will be added to the James Willard Oliver Collection of David Hume.
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS ON THE WEB
With grant support from the USC Bicentennial Commission, the second of TCL's
major bicentennial exhibitions, "Audubon and Others," is now on the Web. The
Web version, which was adapted by Mila Tasseva-Kurtchieva , can be found at
www.sc.edu/library/spcoWaudubon/audubon.html.
The other major Special Collections bicentennial exhibit, "200 Years of USC's
Libraries," is also available in a Web version at www.sc.edu/library/spcoWsccoW
libhist/libhislhtml.
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KENNETH SIMPSON
NAMED 2001 ROY SCHOLAR

The 2001 W. Ormiston Roy Memorial VISiting
Research Fellow in TCL's Rare Books and Special
Collections Department was Dr. Kenneth Simpson. Dr. Simpson teaches Scottish literature at the
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland,
where he is director of the Centre for Scottish Cultural Studies.
For several years, Dr. Simpson has organized
Strathclyde's annual Robert Burns conference,
which is held in January. He has visited the United
States several times, most recently as Neag Visiting Professor of British Studies at the University
of Connecticut. This summer Dr. Simpson worked
on the Burns correspondence with Prof. Ross Roy
who is curator of the library's Burns Collection.
Dr. Simpson's books include Tiie Protean Scot
(1988), The Poetry of Robert Burns (1994), Burns Now
(1994), and Love and Liberty: Robert Burns, A Bicentenary Celebratinn (1996).
BURNS ITEMS EXHIBITED AT EMORY

A loan exhibition from TCL's G. Ross Roy Collection of Robert Burns was on display at Emory
University library this past summer. With support
from the Georgia Humanities Council, the exhibition was mounted both for Emory visitors and for
delegates to the Robert Burns World Federation
meeting in Atlanta July 20-22.
Prof. Roy, Patrick Scott, and this year's Roy
Fellow, Dr. Kenneth Simpson, participated in the
meeting, which included a symposium chaired by
Prof. Roy on "Robert Burns and America." A feature article on the exhibit and the Roy Collection
appeared in the July 20 Atl.anta Constitution.

William Styron, above, received the
Thomas Cooper Medal for Distinction
in the Arts and Sciences in March

2000.

THE THOMAS COOPER
SOCIETY NEWSLETTER*
SPRING 2002
The Thomas Cooper Society Newsletter is
published twice a year by the society. Correspondence may be sent to the editor at
Thomas Cooper Library, Room 415, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 29208
or to NancyHW@gwm.sc.edu.

EDITOR
Nancy H. Washing1on
EDITORIAL BOARD
Carol Benfield
Tom McNally
Patrick Scott
THOMAS COOPER SOCIETY
OFFICERS, 2001-2002
President, Betsy Miller
Vice President, Stephen Frtzer
Past President, Robert Felix
Secretary, Patrick Scott
Treasurer, Lynn S. Barron
Program Committee Chair, Elizabeth Sudduth
Membership Committee Chair, John Brunswick
Finance Committee Chair, Lynn S. Barron
Publications Committee Chair,
Nancy Washing1on
THOMAS COOPER SOCIETY
BOARD MEMBERS, 2001-2002
JoanAssey
Lucille Mould
Pamela Baker
Stephen C. Osborne
Michael Dewey
Harris Pastides
William Edmiston
Ruth Patterson
C. Warren Irvin, Jr.
Rosemary Reisman
Melodie Lamm
Marsha Watkins

*To llDnit a name for the newsletter,
please use the form on page &.
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HEMINGWAY AND THE THIRTIES
A major exhibit of materials pertaining
to American writer, Ernest Hemingway, was on display in the mezzanine
exhibit area of Thomas Cooper Library
in the early fall. The materials comprised a portion of the newly acquired
Speiser & Easterling-Hallman Collection of Ernest Hemingway, which was
presented last spring to the library's

formed by members of the facu1ty of
the Department of Theatre, Speech,
and Dance.
At a reception held to celebrate the
opening of the exhibit, the Thomas
Cooper Society presented a life membership to Mr. Edward Hallman. Mr.
Hallman, a 1950 USC graduate, was
instrumental in providing major fund-

Edward Hallman

r
[

Department of Rare Books and Special
Collections.
The exhibit featured many works
previously unavailable to Hemingway
scholars including manuscripts, letters,
proofs, and first editions together with
wide-ranging literary and cultural correspondence of Hemingway's friend
and legal advisor Maurice J. Speiser.
Several special events were held
September 21 in connection with the
opening of the exhibit including a film
presentation based on materials from
the University's Film Library, "Hemingway's Spain from Movietone News:
Politics in the Thirties"; an address by
Pulitzer Prize-winning historian, Dr.
Dan T. Carter, on "The Thirties in
America"; and a staged reading of
The Fifth Column, Hemingway's play
about the Spanish Civil War, per-

ing for the purchase of the collection
through the Donald C. EasterlingEdward S. Hallman Foundation. The
remainder of the value of the collection
was donated by Mrs. Ellen Speiser
Katz whose grandfather, Mr. Maurice J.
Speiser, and father, Mr. Raymond A
Speiser, collected the materials.
Sponsors of the special events
included Thomas Cooper Library, the
College of Liberal Arts, the Department of History, the Department of
English, the Department of Theatre,
Speech, and Dance, the USC Bicentennial Commission, and the Thomas
Cooper Society.
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THOMAS COOPER
SOCIETY DONATES
RARE WWI POETRY
BOOKS
The Thomas Cooper Society Board
voted at its October meeting to purchase for the library two rare
pamphlets by the World War I poet
Isaac Rosenberg, in recognition of
the Joseph M. Broccoli Great War
Collection.
Rosenberg, an artist as well as a
writer, is unusual among poets of
the Great War in that he was a soldier, but not an officer. An idealistic
artist and painter from an impoverished family in London's East End,
Rosenberg brought a painter's eye
to such poems as ''Break of Day in
the Trenches," ''Louse Hunting,"
and "Dead Man's Dump." Rosenberg was killed in action, in April
1918, following the last German
spring offensive. The two items
donated by the society, Youth (1915)
and Moses, a Play (1916), were
printed by a friend of the poet on
the press of a helpful East End
jobbing-printer. Fewer than 100
copies were printed of each title.
The Joseph M. Broccoli Great
War Collection was started in 1998
by Matthew J. Broccoli in memory
of his father, a World War I veteran.
It contains over 600 books, over 200
pieces of sheet music, and over 4-0
war posters, almost all donated by
Prof. Broccoli himself with additions by other supporters of the
project.
Previous donations to the library
by the Thomas Cooper Society
endowment include early editions
by Milton, Hume, Wordsworth,
Tennyson, Longfellow, and James
Weldon Johnson.

COLLECTION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

February-April: "Akros Publications and
Duncan Glen: Forty Years of a Modem Scottish
Press," TCL mezzanine exhibit area.

together with both British and American issues of the first posthumous
Dickinson collection. For Emerson
alone, there are 50 original autograph
letters and signed documents. The logo
Professor Myerson has selected for the
collection, Cranch' s caricature depicting
Emerson's "transparent eyeball," is
from the original pen-and-ink sketch in
the collection.
The Myerson Collection, totalling
more than 11,000 volumes, was conservati.vely appraised in 2000 at more than
$750,000.
Professor Myerson, who came to
USC in 1971, has published some 60
books on 19th-century American literature, from his early studies of Margaret
Fuller to such recent titles as Transcendentalism: A Reader (2000), Whitman in
His Own Time (2000), and The wter Lectures of Ralph Waldo Emerson (2 vols.,
2001). He has published the standard
scholarly bibliographical studies on
each of the main authors he has collected, and he established and edited
the major scholarly journal in the
period, Studies in the American Renaissance (20 vols., 1977-1996).

T H E

February 12, 4 p.m.: "Collecting American

Women Writers," a talk by Priscilla Juvelis, former president, Antiquarian Booksellers
Association of America; sponsored by the
Thomas Cooper Society and the Departments
of English and Women's Studies.
February 23-24: South Carolina Book Festival.
Contact the South Carolina Humanities Council at 803-691-4100. Come by and visit the
Thomas Cooper Society's booth.
March: "Military Aviation: From the Books of

Dr. Gilbert S. Guinn," TCL main level lobby.
April-July: "The First 100 Years of Printing,"
TCL mezzanine exhibit area
April 16, 4 p.m.: Thomas Cooper Society
Annual General Meeting, with Pulitzer Prizewinning historian, Edward J. Larson speaking
on "Charles Darwin and the Galapagos."
April 17-20: South Caroliniana Library,
William Gilmore Simms Conference. Contact
Anne Meriwether at 803-256-4676 or
abmjbm@bellsouth.net for more information.

NEWSLETTER

You are invited to submit suggestions for the name of the society's newsletter. Please complete this form and send it to:

Nancy Washington, USC, Thomas Cooper Library, Room 415, Columbia, SC 29208 or by e-mail to NancyHW@gwm.sc.edu.
Suggested newsletter name:
Submitted by:
Address:
Phone number:
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Because of budget cuts
which have affected the
entire University, the
libraries will no longer
be able to support the
annual publication, Ex
Libris. Ex Libris was published from 1994- 2000 to
showcase the many
treasures housed in the
libraries. Over the years,
it garnered local,
regional, and national
awards both for content and design.
In October 2001, the Thomas Cooper Society Board of Directors authorized the
printing of a newsletter to inform members about society events and activities.
The newsletter, of which this is the inaugural issue, will also include feature
stories about the library's collections and new acquisitions.
Thomas Cooper Society members have also recently received two exhibit catalogs, "The Heart of a Great University," from the bicentennial library exhibit and
"Transcendentalists and Others," introducing the Joel Myerson Collection.

AUDUBON

DO YOU HAVE A
FRIEND WHO WOULD
ENJOY BELONGING
TO THE THOMAS
COOPER SOCIETY?
Please invite your friends to join the
society. Benefits of membership
include borrowing privileges at
Thomas Cooper Library; invitations
to lectures, seminars, and exhibit
openings; reduced costs for annual
luncheons and dinners; discounts
on books published by USC Press;
the society newsletter and occasional library publications; and the
opportunity to support the programs and collection-building
efforts of the library. Contact Reda
Rietveld at 803-777-2794.

EXHIBIT

I
I

The Thomas Cooper Society and the Thomas Cooper Library co-hosted a special conference session and reception
when the Southeastern College Art Conference held its annual meeting at USC, October 24-27.
The session allowed visitors to the Graniteville Room to view some of USC's original set of John James
Audubon's Birds of America (1828-1838) and related illustrated ornithology books. Prof. Boyd Saunders of USC's
Department of Art spoke about the significance of the Audubons, and Patrick Scott introduced the items on display.
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Manning will be missed for their good
humor and devotion to the society.
Columbia attorney Stephen Fitzer was
chosen as president-elect.
Other events include the formation
of the Ex Libris Society, a new donor
recognition group for persons donating
$1,000 or more to the University
Libraries each year. A number of major
in-kind gifts were also received, including items from Mr. George H. Bunch III
on medical history; from Mrs. Alice
Nolte on H.L. Mencken and Robinson
Jeffers; from Mrs. Joanne Foster on art
and other matters; from Professor and
Mrs. George D. Haimbaugh on history,
film, and other interests; and from Mrs.
Susan Robinson from the library of Dr.
Heyward Gibbes.
The new constitution and bylaws
inspired by past president John Herr
provided an improved foundation for
the society's deliberations. The society's
able secretary, Patrick Scott, gave guidance to the officers and board of
directors. The special collections staff
members, Elizabeth Sudduth, Paul
Schultz, Mary Anyomi, Sallie Ruff, and
Z.ella McDonald, as well as the library's
administrative assistant, Reda Rietveld,
were unfailing in the logistical support
they gave to the society and its activities. Ex officio members Thomas
McNally and George Terry provided

liaison with the library administration
and the University.
As of April 2001, Membership Chairman William Sudduth reported that the
society had 544 current members up
nearly 60 from the year before. "Individual Members" is the largest category
with 321. Finances continue to be stable

have been enhanced by the participation of the Thomas Cooper Society.
Most visible are the sponsorships of
lectures, seminars, exhibitions, publications, and other activities highlighting
aspects of the library's collections.
I am confident that incoming president, Betsy Miller, will guide the

Engaged in a discussion of literary humor are noted authors (left to right)
Calvin Trillin, Fran Lebowitz, Roy Blount Jr., and George Plimpton.

under the watchful eye of treasurer Lynn
Barron, in spite of dropping interest rates
and less rewarding investments.
Overall, the Thomas Cooper Society
has had another successful year in carrying out the purposes for which it was
established. Community interest in and
support for the Thomas Cooper Library
is evident in the participation of many
nonuniversity persons in the activities
of the society and in their generosity.
Financial contributions for the acquisition of significant research materials

Thomas Cooper Society along established paths and alert it to new
opportunities to serve the library, the
University, and the community.
Lastly, I thank the society for asking
me to serve as its president and Nancy
Washington for the opportunity to trace
the society's 2000-2001 activities in this
publication.

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Permit #766
Columbia, SC
THOMAS COOPER SOCIETY
THOMAS COOPER LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COLUMBIA, SC 29208

